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HCV Action brings together hepatitis C 
health professionals from across the 
patient pathway with the 
pharmaceutical industry and patient 
representatives to share expertise and 
good practice.  

 

News & articles… 
 

*    New to the HCV Action resource 
library this month are the Liver 
Disease Profiles from the 10 areas in 
England with the highest hepatitis C 
prevalence rates. The profiles, 
produced by Public Health England, 
provide an overview of liver disease 
rates in specific geographic areas, as 
well as containing a section on 
hepatitis C which includes several 
questions to be asked locally to ensure 
that hepatitis C services are of a 
sufficient standard and that hepatitis C 
receives a sufficient prioritisation by 
local decision-makers. 

* Also new to the HCV Action resource 
library this month is a presentation by 
Dr Rui Tato Marinho, a 
Gastroenterologist based at Lisbon 
Medical School, on the social impact of 
hepatitis C. First delivered at the ‘HCV 
and Your Body’ conference in 
Amsterdam on the 21st of November, 
the presentation provides an overview 
of the physical, mental and social 
impact of a hepatitis C diagnosis. It can 
be seen here. 

* The Scottish Medicines Consortium 
has now published its final guidance 
on the use of daclatasvir, also known 
as Daklinza. The guidance approves 
the use of daclatasvir on patients with 
significant fibrosis or compensated 
cirrhosis. The full guidance can be read 
here. 

* The Lancet Commission on Liver 
Disease has published its report on the 
liver disease crisis in the UK. The 
report contains ten recommendations 

New case-finding tool video for GPs 
 Increasing the number of hepatitis C diagnoses made in primary care is key to 
effectively tackling the virus. To aid GPs in this task, HCV Action has assisted in 

the development of a case-finding 
software tool for hepatitis C, for use 
by GPs. 
 
The software, which is compatible 
with SystmOne clinical systems, 
searches the read codes of patient 
files for hepatitis C risk factors, and 
provides a pop-up tool to assist GPs in 

identifying patients who require a test for hepatitis C.  
 
The HCV Action website now not only hosts the software, which is available to 
download for free here, but also now hosts a video featuring Dr Stephen Willott, 
a Nottingham-based GP and member of the HCV Action Steering Committee, 
demonstrating how to use the software. The video can be viewed here. 
 

New HCV Action good practice case studies 
 

 

 
New to the HCV Action resource library this 
month are two written good practice case 
studies from the south west of England.  
 
The first comes from Dorset, and looks at the 
Dorset Blood Borne Virus Dry Blood Spot Testing 
Service Pathway, a model of care and pathway 
which primarily involves the embedding of dry 
blood spot hepatitis C testing within drug 
services. Introduced in 2011, it has led to a 
significant increase in the number of at-risk 
individuals accessing hepatitis C testing. 
Currently, 90% of all people accessing drug 
services in the area are being tested for 
hepatitis C, compared with the national average 
of just over 70%. The case study can be read 

here. 
 
The second case study this month 
looks at the Cornwall hepatitis C 
management model, which was 
highly commended at the recent 
Hepatitis C Quality in Care Awards. 
The model, which provides an 
integrated model of care for people 
with hepatitis C in the county, 
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for improving liver care and reducing 
premature mortality rates caused by 
liver disease. These recommendations 
include the eradication of chronic 
hepatitis C infections in the UK by 
2030, and increasing the provision of 
medical and nursing training in 
hepatology. The report can be read 
here.  

 

Share your good practice…  

Please share your good practice by 
filling in the quick online form here. 

We want to keep HCV Action’s 
membership updated on news and 
events from across the country.   

If you have any news you would like 
to share with colleagues or would like 
to publicise an event please email 
details to 
hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

incorporates a roaming, nurse-led treatment service led by Helen Hampton, an 
Addaction nurse, provides treatment in the most accessible locations for service 
users. It has led to significant improvements in how hepatitis C is managed in 
Cornwall, with sizeable increases in the numbers of people accessing testing and 
treatment, in addition to an easing of the burden on out-patient clinics. The case 
study can be read here. 

 

London Joint Working Group conference on 
‘Hepatitis C in London: Practical Steps to 
Elimination’ 

The London Joint Working Group (LJWG) has published a report titled ‘Practical 
Steps to Eliminating Hepatitis C: A Consensus for London’. The LJWG, which is 

made up of a group of expert 
clinicians and patient 
advocacy and voluntary 
sector leads, works in 
collaboration with a range of 
stakeholders to drive 
improvements in the 

manegement of hepatitis C in people who use drugs.  

The report, which was initially published in 2011 but has now been updated to 
make it relevant to the much-changed hepatitis C landscape in London today, 
reinforced the need for urgent leadership to improve hepatitis C testing and 
treatment services in London. 

It contains a range of recommendations for drug services; specialist hepatitis C 
treatment services; health and wellbeing boards; Directors of Public Health; 
Clinical Commissioning Groups; primary care professionals, and prisons. The 
report can be read here. 

 

 
 
 

HCV Action is co-funded by Abbvie, BI, BMS, Gilead, Janssen, MSD and Roche. 
The Hepatitis C Trust provides secretariat support to HCV Action  

www.hcvaction.org.uk  
 

Please encourage colleagues to join HCV Action for free hepatitis C related 
updates and tools by emailing their full contact details to 

hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk. 

 
If you do not wish to receive this email in future please  

email here. 
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