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HCV Action holds hepatitis C action week in Sheffield

HCV Action held its latest hepatitis C action week in Sheffield in October, featuring a
good practice roadshow event, along with awareness-raising events hosted by The
Hepatitis C Trust's Peer Support team.
The centrepiece of the action week was the hepatitis C good practice roadshow,
held in partnership with Public Health England, which brought together around 80
attendees, including clinicians, nurses, drug service workers, prison healthcare
professionals, commissioners and patients.

The morning's presentations focused on local epidemiology, treatments for hepatitis
C and possibilities for elimination, commissioning for hepatitis C and examples of
best practice in hepatitis C care in the South Yorkshire area. In the afternoon,
attendees took part in workshops on identifying solutions to challenges faced by the
ODN, hepatitis C in drug services and hepatitis C in prisons. The event's summary
report is now available in the HCV Action resource library here, with presentation
slides due to be added shortly, following sign-off.
In addition to the roadshow event, awareness-raising events were also held by The
Hepatitis C Trust's Peer Support team in services across Sheffield, including the
Norfolk Park Probation Hostel, the Phoenix Futures Residential Rehab Service, the
Victoria Court Housing Project and the Salvation Army Hostel.

HCV Action announces new Ambassadors
HCV Action this month announced two new additions to its 'Ambassador Network',
following the HCV Action action weeks in Maidstone and Sheffield, with Janet Catt,
Nurse Consultant at King's College Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, and Mark
Cassell, Hepatology Clinical Nurse Specialist at Barnsley Hospital NHS Foundation
Trust, joining as Ambassadors.
The HCV Action Ambassador Network is a locally-driven network of individuals
working in the hepatitis C community who are committed to working to improve
hepatitis C care in their region. HCV Action Ambassadors continue the discussions
that take place at our roadshow events and inform HCV Action of relevant
developments, challenges and successes in their area.
Mark Cassell said: "The recent HCV Action roadshow in Sheffield was a welcome
opportunity to bring together those working with hepatitis C from across the South
Yorkshire area. I look forward to continuing to work with colleagues from across the
region to share best practice and further improve hepatitis C services."

Drink and Drugs News features hepatitis C in October issue

Drink and Drugs News, the magazine for the substance misuse field, featured an
eight-page supplement on hepatitis C in its October issue, covering many key
aspects of hepatitis C care.
The first section contained a summary of the current national landscape around
hepatitis C, highlighting that there have been significant developments recently, most
notably NHS England's commitment to eliminate hepatitis C by 2025, and the
observed fall in deaths from hepatitis C-related end stage liver disease. It also sets
out the stages and symptoms of hepatitis C and the impact of alcohol on those
infected.
The second section discusses barriers to testing and treatment and possible
strategies to increasing engagement with treatment, emphasising the need for more
outreach in the community and mentioning a successful project piloting hepatitis C
testing in pharmacies run by the London Joint Working Group on Substance Use
and Hepatitis C. Sub-sections aimed at health professionals list key harm reduction
messages to prevent reinfection, and discuss how to avoid stigmatising clients.
Other topics covered include misconceptions about treatment, the need to reengage those previously diagnosed but never treated, and a series of good practice
case studies. A list of useful contacts and further resources includes HCV Action and
The Hepatitis C Trust.
The DDN hepatitis C feature is available to view as an e-magazine here or as a PDF
here. Organisations can also request additional print copies for free through the
DDN website here.

HCV Action to host Twitter #HCVchat on 2nd November

John Fox, Peer Support Lead at The Hepatitis C Trust, will be taking over the HCV
Action Twitter account at 2pm on Friday 2nd November to discuss the peer support
model in hepatitis C care.
The #HCVchats are regular opportunities for those working around hepatitis C to
engage with experts and share best practice online. John will be covering topics
such as:
What is the peer support model and how does it work?
The value of partnership working between services to support hepatitis C
patients and those at risk
Achievements of The Hepatitis C Trust's peer support programme
How to expand the peer support model
Anyone can participate in the conversation by tweeting questions and comments on
the hashtag #HCVchat or by tagging the account @HCVAction from 2pm on Friday.

News & Reports
* A national patient conference for those affected by hepatitis C in Scotland will take place on 8th
November in Glasgow. The conference has been organised by Hepatitis Scotland, with input
from others including The Hepatitis C Trust, and is free to attend. The event will feature
workshops, talks, and a presentation of research on barriers to case-finding. Register for the
conference here.
* The Scottish Government has confirmed it will accept the recommendations of an independent
clinical review assessing the impacts of chronic hepatitis C infection on the health and wellbeing
of individuals affected by contaminated blood and blood products. The review recommends that
Scottish Infected Blood Support Scheme beneficiaries should be able to self-assess regarding
the effect hepatitis C has had on their life, and which level of payment they are entitled to as a
result. The report is now available in the HCV Action resource library here.
* The British HIV Association (BHIVA) has called for accelerated efforts to cure hepatitis C in all

those living with HIV. BHIVA has promised that it will be working closely with local services over
the coming year to ensure all patients co-infected with HIV and hepatitis C are linked to care and
treatment. BHIVA also calls for ambitious targets, including curing all those co-infected with HIV
of hepatitis C by 2021. Read a press release with further details here.
* On 2nd October, The Hepatitis C Trust and AbbVie co-chaired an event in Edinburgh bringing
together health experts, MSPs and charities to discuss innovative procurement models for
hepatitis C treatment. The discussion focused on the limitations of current treatment targets and
procurement approaches, with many attendees emphasising that investment in a national
strategic approach to elimination would lead to significant cost savings and enormous public
health benefits in the medium-term. Politicians from across the political spectrum agreed that
hepatitis C was a unique public health issue, with the possibility of elimination providing a clear
rationale for ambitious investment and increased treatment targets to encourage outreach and
case-finding. Read a summary of the event from the charity Waverley Care here, and an article
in The Times covering the event here.
* Two new international resources have been added to the HCV Action resource library this
month. The first is a report from the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control,
available here, which outlines the key at-risk groups for hepatitis B and C in EU and EEA
countries, based on exisiting guidelines and data. The second is a United Nations Common
Position Paper, available here, detailing agreed shared principles and key actionable areas
within and beyond the health sector to address HIV, tuberculosis and viral hepatitis in Europe
and Central Asia.

Share your good practice...
If you would like your service to be featured as a good practice case study on the
HCV Action website, or if you have any news to share with colleagues, please send
an email to hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk.

HCV Action is co-funded by AbbVie, Gilead, and MSD.
The Hepatitis C Trust provides secretariat support to HCV Action.
Please encourage colleagues to join HCV Action for free hepatitis C related updates and tools by emailing their
full contact details to hcvaction@hepctrust.org.uk.
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